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Review of Part 1 – 18th c.
1718-1729 Scots-Irish immigrate

172(7)-1730
Long Lane Church organized in a Boston barn with 
Rev. John Moorhead (d. 1773, Presbyterian)

1744 The second meetinghouse

1775-1783 American Revolution

1783-1786
Ministry of Rev. Robert Annan (resigned 1786, 
Presbyterian)

1788
Massachusetts Constitutional Convention - name of 
street changed to Federal Street

1786-1798
Ministry of Rev. Jeremy Belknap (d. 1798. 
Congregational polity adopted)

1799-1802
Ministry of Rev. John Snelling Popkin (resigned 
1802, Congregational polity)

(no image)



Key Questions
• What was happening in Boston during the 19th century?
• Why did Rev. William Ellery Channing decline larger, more 

affluent congregations to serve FSC from 1803-1842?
• How is our congregation associated with establishing Unitarianism 

in America?
• During the antislavery controversy, who were the "lords of the 

loom" accused of alliances with "lords of the lash"?
• Why did the congregation move from its historic Federal Street 

location to Arlington Street?
• What was the "pew controversy"? What other social justice 

projects were undertaken?
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19th Century Landmaking
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18th c. and modern
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19th c. and now
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1860 first 
photograph 
from a balloon
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Looking up Federal Street 
from High Street 1867
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1874 Boston Street Atlas
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1874

Channing St.
Berry St.
Burry St.

(location of former 
church vestry)
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1874
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Why did Rev. William Ellery Channing 
decline larger, more affluent congregations 

to serve us from 1803-1842?



William Ellery Channing

• Born 1780 in Newport, RI
• Prepared for ministry at Harvard 

College
• Served as tutor to slaveholding 

family in Virginia before receiving 
degree
• Ascetic practices affected health
• Accepted 1803 call to Federal 

Street
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Channing’s Clerical Robe
(at Mass. Historical Society)



Channing – Ministry
• Powerful preaching 
• New meetinghouse 1809
• Marriage to Ruth Gibbs - 4 

children
• Liberal/orthodox pamphlet wars 

of 18-teens
• 1819“Unitarian Christianity”

(Baltimore Sermon)
• 1835 Came out against slavery
• 1842 Died at age 62
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Emerson on Channing from Emerson at Home and Abroad



Federal Street Church 1809-
1859

Designed by Charles Bulfinch in the Gothic 
Style

Replaced 1744 meetinghouse
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Federal Street Church 1809-
1859
Charles Bulfinch in the 
Gothic style
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Baltimore Sermon 1819
• Ordination of Jared Sparks 

in Baltimore

• “Unitarian Christianity”
• Defined American 

Unitarianism in relation to 
the orthodox Christian 
position
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Baltimore Sermon

"we believe that all 
virtue has its foundation 
in the moral nature of 
man, that is, in 
conscience, or his sense 
of duty, and in the power 
of forming his temper 
and life according to 
conscience."
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How is our congregation associated 
with establishing Unitarianism in 

America?



Ezra Stiles Gannett

• Born 1801
• Attended Harvard College
• Channing’s assistant at FSC 

from 1823
•His skills complemented 

Channing’s
•Helped organize AUA in FSC 

vestry in 1825
• Led move to Back Bay (ASC) 

in 1850s
• Served after Channing’s death 

in 1842 until his death in 1871



Why an American Unitarian Association?
“Liberal religion” in Boston
18th c.    King’s Chapel, some Congregationalists

(KC revised liturgy in 1785 to eliminate the doctrine of the Trinity)

1805      “Woods & Ware Controversy” at Harvard
(Would Harvard Divinity School become liberal or orthodox?)

18-teens Liberal and orthodox pamphlet war
1819       Channing preaches “Unitarian Christianity”

(Proudly claiming the Unitarian label for the liberals)

1825       Berry Street Ministerial Conference  >   AUA
(Evangelism to the west; sharing resources)

….
….1961  Merger with Universalists to become Unitarian 
Universalist Association
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During the antislavery controversy, who 
were the “lords of the loom” accused of 

alliances with “lords of the lash”?



Antislavery Controversy

• Significant US conflict 1830s-50s
• Unitarians divided:

– Immediate emancipation
– Gradual emancipation, colonization
– A sectional issue, states’ rights, property and 

business rights
– Fear of losing Union, Constitution, the country

• Unitarian women emerge as leaders
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Women Rise to Leadership

• Margaret Fuller 1810-1850
• Elizabeth Palmer Peabody 1804-1894
• Lydia Maria Child 1802-1880
• Maria Weston Chapman 1806-1885
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Wendell Phillips: The Agitator
By William Carlos Martyn

p. 220

January 1849 speech



“The first question to be proposed by a rational being is not 
what is profitable, but what is Right.“ Channing came 
slowly to this view, not because of doubts about its moral 
imperative, but because he feared it would fracture his 
congregation and devastate its financial base, the merchants 
and shippers who profited from southern slavery.  
And it did.
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Why did the congregation move from its 
historic Federal Street location to Arlington 

Street?



Federal Street 1858



New Land in Back Bay



Building ASC
• Building began September 

1859 (999 pilings)

• Cornerstone laid May 1860

• Completed September 11, 
1861

• Cost: $106,000

• Dedicated December 11, 
1861

• First public building in the 
Back Bay

• Back Bay streets filled east to 
west 1858- c. 1890

1862
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Civil War “We dedicate our house of prayer in 
troubled times when the sight of 
armed men is familiar in our streets”

Pages 2 and 3 from a letter from Governor John Andrew of Massachusetts to the Secretary 
of War detailing Carney's actions, 11/09/1863 



ASC Interior 
1860s
- No stained glass until 
1899
- Terracotta paint, 
contrasting detail
- Lower pulpit (until 
1911)
- Flat 3-part chancel 
design (until 1911)





Channing and Gannett Memorials



Rev. JFW Ware 1871-1881

•Descended from a long line 
of liberal ministers

•Leadership in the Sanitary 
Commission during the 
Civil War

•Communion Controversy at 
ASC
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What was the "pew controversy"? 

What other social justice projects were 
undertaken?



Rev. Brooke Herford 1881-1890



A Pew Deed



Social Justice

• Women’s Auxiliary – Sewing Projects
• Freedman’s Aid Society
• Benevolent Fraternity support
• Sunday School outreach to community
• Sanitary Commission – later the Red Cross
• American Unitarian Association
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Late 19th c.   ASC



ASC from Public Garden 19th c.



Rev. John Cuckson 1891-1900

• A difficult time in our history 
and in our nation (The“Gilded 
Age”)
• Post-war struggles
• New technologies and 

opportunities
• Social injustice
• A minister with serious health 

problems



Who knew?
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Next time.... ASC in the 20th Century and 
Beyond!


