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Review of Part 1 — 18t c.

1718-1729 |Scots-Irish immigrate

Long Lane Church organized in a Boston barn with

172(7)-1730 Rev. John Moorhead (d. 1773, Presbyterian)

1744 The second meetinghouse

1775-1783 |American Revolution

Ministry of Rev. Robert Annan (resigned 1786, (no image)
1783-1786 :
Presbyterian)
1788 Massachusetts Constitutional Convention - name of
street changed to Federal Street
1786-1798 Ministry of Rev. Jergmy Belknap (d. 1798.
Congregational polity adopted)
Ministry of Rev. John Snelling Popkin (resigned
1799-1802 1802, Congregational polity)




Key Questions

What was happening in Boston during the 19th century?

Why did Rev. William Ellery Channing decline larger, more
affluent congregations to serve FSC from 1803-1842¢

How is our congregation associated with establishing Unitarianism
In Americac¢

During the antislavery controversy, who were the "lords of the
loom" accused of alliances with "lords of the lash"?

Why did the congregation move from its historic Federal Street
location to Arlington Street?

What was the "pew controversy"? What other social justice
projects were undertaken?



Rev. Belknap’s Map - 1794
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19th Century Landmaking
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| 8th c. and modern




|9th ¢. and now




1860 first
photograph
from a balloon
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Looking up Federal Street
from High Street 1867
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O/4 boston dtreet Atlas



1874

Channing St.
Berry St.
Burry St.

(location of former
church vestry)
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Why did Rev. William Ellery Channing
decline larger, more affluent congregations
to serve us from 1803-18427




William Ellery Channing

* Born 1780 in Newport, RI

* Prepared for ministry at Harvard
College

» Served as tutor to slaveholding
family in Virginia before receiving
degree

» Ascetic practices affected health

» Accepted 1803 call to Federal
Street



Channing’ s Clerical Robe
(at Mass. Historical Society)
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Channing — Ministry
» Powerful preaching

» New meetinghouse 1809

* Marriage to Ruth Gibbs - 4
children

* Liberal/orthodox pamphlet wars
of 18-teens

* 1819 “Unitarian Christianity”
(Baltimore Sermon)

» 1835 Came out against slavery

* 1842 Died at age 62



Emerson on Channing from Emerson at Home and Abroad

art galleries.” Of Dr. Channing he spoke with warm
admiration. “The charm of his preaching is not to be
discovered by reading his sermons; whenever he spoke it
seemed to an occasion; the heart of his audience rose
to meet him; here was something sufficient; the multi-
tude found it good to be there, and went away fed,
satisfied.”
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Federal Street Church 1809-
1859

Designed by Charles Bulfinch in the Gothic
Style
Replaced 1744 meetinghouse






Federal Street Church 1809-

1859
Charles Bulfinch in the

Gothic style
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Baltimore Sermon 1819

 Ordination of Jared Sparks

in Baltimore

» “Unitarian Christianity”

e Defined American
Unitarianism in relation to
the orthodox Christian

position

SERMON

PRARASS o e

OHRDOTATIDNY

MEN. JARED sPPAKRKS,




Baltimore Sermon

"we believe that all
virtue has 1ts foundation
1n the moral nature of
man, that 1s, 1in
conscience, or his sense
of duty, and 1n the power
of forming his temper
and life according to
conscience."
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How is our congregation associated
with establishing Unitarianism in
America’
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Ezra Stiles Gannett

* Born 1801

 Attended Harvard College

« Channing’ s assistant at FSC
from 1823

» His skills complemented
Channing’s

« Helped organize AUA in FSC
vestry in 1825

 Led move to Back Bay (ASC)
in 1850s

* Served after Channing’ s death
in 1842 until his death in 1871



Why an American Unitarian Association?

“Liberal religion™ in Boston
18M c.  King' s Chapel, some Congregationalists

(KC revised liturgy in 1785 to eliminate the doctrine of the Trinity)

1805  “Woods & Ware Controversy” at Harvard

(Would Harvard Divinity School become liberal or orthodox?)

18-teens Liberal and orthodox pamphlet war
1819 Channing preaches “Unitarian Christianity”

(Proudly claiming the Unitarian label for the liberals)

1825 Berry Street Ministerial Conference > AUA

(Evangelism to the west; sharing resources)

....1961 Merger with Universalists to become Unitarian
Universalist Association



During the antislavery controversy, who
were the “lords of the loom” accused of
alliances with “lords of the lash”?
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Antislavery Controversy

» Significant US conflict 1830s-50s

» Unitarians divided:
— Immediate emancipation
— Gradual emancipation, colonization

— A sectional issue, states’ rights, property and
business rights

— Fear of losing Union, Constitution, the country
» Unitarian women emerge as leaders



Women Rise to Leadership

e Margaret Fuller 1810-1850

e Maria Weston Chapman 1806-1885

“lizabeth Palmer

Peabody 1804-1894

_ydia Maria Chilc

1802-1880




January 1849 speech

Wendell Phillips: The Agitator
By William Carlos Martyn
p. 220
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“The first question to be proposed by a rational being is not
what is profitable, but what is Right.“ Channing came
slowly to this view, not because of doubts about its moral
imperative, but because he feared it would fracture his
congregation and devastate its financial base, the merchants

and shippers who profited from southern slavery.
And it did.




Why did the congregation move from its
historic Federal Street location to Arlington
Street?
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Federal Street 1858



New Land in Back Bay

!




Building ASC

Building began September
1859 (999 pilings)

Cornerstone laid May 1860

Completed September 11,
1861

Cost: $106,000

Dedicated December 11,
1861

First public building in the
Back Bay

Back Bay streets filled east to
west 1858- c. 1890
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. “We dedicate our house of prayer in
C VI I Wa I troubled times when the sight of

armed men is familiar in our streets”

Pages 2 and 3 from a letter from Governor John Andrew of Massachusetts to the Secretary
of War detailing Carney's actions, 11/09/1863



ASC Interior
18605

- No stained glass until
1899

- Terracotta paint,
contrasting detail

- Lower pulpit (until
1911)

- Flat 3-part chancel
design (until 1911)






Channing and Gannett Memorials



Rev. JFW Ware 1871-1881

*Descended from a long line
of liberal ministers

*Leadership in the Sanitary

Commission during the
Civil War

*Communion Controversy at
ASC



What was the "pew controversy"?

What other social justice projects were
undertaken?
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Rev. Brooke Herford 1881-1890



A Pew Deed



Social Justice

* Women’s Auxiliary — Sewing Projects

* Freedman’s Aid Society

* Benevolent Fraternity support

» Sunday School outreach to community

» Sanitary Commission — later the Red Cross
* American Unitarian Association



Lpt 4

NEW-ENGLAND®

FREEDMANY AID SOCIETY

TO THE

COLORED PEOPLE OF THE SOUTH

LLETTER FROM GOV. ANDREW, OF MASSACHUSETTS.

FrrLLow-CiTizess,

As the time approaches for re-opening the Schools for Freedmen, we call

upon you to come up to the help of this great work of Eduncation.
; The North must furnish money and teachors, — must send out the noblest
of her sons and danghters to teach your sons and daughters. We ask you to
= provide for them, whenever possible, school-houses and subsistenee.  Every dol-
far you thus save us will help send you another teacher. Time presses.  The
enjoyment of every right hangs on Edueation. A froe, self-supporting, intelligent
people must and will secure equality of political and civil rights. No power
can prevent them.  Abralam Lincoln deerced your emancipation from Slavery,
Lot vs complete the work, and emancipate the mind from ignoranee.  Liberty
means & fair chance to win all the honest prizes of life; means the nppnr(unil:\'
to be and become all that our own facultios and our own good PUrposes may com.
mand.  Yon are now free to receive help in becoming intelligent citizens.  But
ot even God ean make you so unless you help yourselves.

You can supply the teachers” homes with corn, eggs, chickens, milk, and
many other necessary articles; provide forage for horses; work on the needed

irs.  Work an extra hour to sustain and promote your schools.  The teachers

ill toil many an hour for your children. A school supported or even aided by

ourselves will do you tenfold more good than a sehool wholly maintained by the
charity of others.

Thus far the colored people have nobly fulfilled the hopes of their true
friends.  Keep on, and never fail.  When the free school of New England is
spread all over the South, then our people will become one people, dwelling
together in wnity ; they will become great and powerful, mutually respecting and
helping each other, and an example to all the world,

God spoed the time!

JOHN A. ANDREW, President.
Bostox, Mass, Sept. 1, 1863,

THE MEETING IN THE ARLINGTON - STREET
CHURCH (DR. GANNETT),

AmoxNG other measures recently initiated to
aid the objects of the New-England Freed-
men’s Aid Society was the calling of meet-
ings in the different wards of Boston towards
that end.

We are glad to chronicle the success of the
meeting held last Sunday evening at the Ar-
lington-street Church, uader the auspices of a
committee of citizens of Ward Nine. The
church was well filled. Judge Putnam pre-
sided ; and addresses were made by Rev. John
Parkman, Edward Atkinson, Judge Russell,
and Rev. Dr. Gannett; the latter taking the
place of Rev. Dr. Stone, who was unavoid-
ably absent. Dr. Gannett seemed to give the
sense of the meeting as, with his wonted en-
ergy of utterance, he expressed the opinion,
““that to aid the Freedmen was the one great
duty of the hour.”

When we add, that, within a quarter of an
hour after the close of the meeting, more than
thirteen hundred dollars were subscribed, and
that there is a fair chance of raising several
hundred more, through the aid of an efficient
Ward Committee nominated at the meeting,
we think it is not exaggeration to say, that the
mecting was in every respect a success.

We hope to record similar meetings, and
like good results, in the other wards of the

cit;.




| many mistakes in cooking them, but we take the
advice of friends, and we think this month we ghall
be able to do better.

Our school is getting along nicely now. At
first we were almost disheartened, they seemed so
wild and so utter]y regardless of school discipline;
but we can see great improvement since the first
opening; and I don't think I am too ambitious
when 1 venture to hope that ere long we can com-
pare our schools favorably with those at the North,
in point of order and general good behavior.
Seats have been made for the church, since open-
ing our school, and two windows have been put
in; but I am afraid, from the daily increase of our
number, we shall find what we have hardly suffi-
cient for them. This moming several large boys
came in for the first time. They don't know their
letters, but I am quite pleased with their faces:
they look intelligent. Mauy of the children need
clothing very much.

This past week has been a very eventful one.
A battle only twelve miles from here at Boyd's
Point on the mainland! We could hear the can-
nonading and see the smoke of the burning fields
during the engagement. Two of the regiments
that left here on Tuesday so full of hope and
courage suffered severely, and on Thursday the
wounded were brought back to the hospital to be
cared for. We visited them on Saturday, and
were glad to see them all receiving such good care
and attention. On Sunday I spent the day at
the hospital, and wrote letters for them, wet the
wounds, and did whatever I could to make them
comfortable. Nearly all seemed to be in good
spirits, and were anxious to be well and back to
their regiment again. SAraH P. LiLLIE.
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Late 19t c. ASC



ASC from Public Garden 19t c.



Rev. John Cuckson 1891-1900

» A difficult time in our history
and in our nation (The “Gilded
Agen )

» Post-war struggles

* New technologies and
opportunities

» Social injustice
* A minister with serious health
problems



Who knew?



Next time.... ASC in the 20th Century and
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